
Pine Beetles, Wildfires, Construction, Oh My! 
By Shannon Cormier 
 
Welcome to summer. This season in Grand County brings us more pine beetles, the pending threat of wildfire 
and lots of construction. And when we say Grand County we mean it. These items are affecting the county 
from one end to the other. 
 
The Mountain Pine Beetle has spent the past few years lurching into the county’s lodge pole pines. This little 
menace could be doing us a favor, if we would look at things from the glass half full perspective. Trees that 
are not growing vigorously due to old age, crowding, poor growing conditions, drought, fire or mechanical 
damage, root disease and other causes are most likely to be attacked. Grand County’s pines are just that, 
crowded, old and infested with mistletoe. When infected areas are cleared, what remains are the young and 
healthy, well spaced trees and an opportunity for the variety of trees to flourish. Having a better mix in the 
woods, equates to better preparedness for future outbreaks of this pest or others.  
 
What is being done to prevent the destruction caused by the beetle? There is the option to spray pesticides. 
Certain formulations of carbaryl, permethrin, and bifenthrin are registered for use to prevent attacks on indi-
vidual trees. These sprays are currently being applied to living green trees to kill or deter attacking beetles. 
The truth of the matter is that these sprays work best during the first year of the epidemic. About 20% of the 
sprayed trees are being noted as being hit by the beetle from last summer season activity. The chemicals are 
starting to show trace results in area water tests as well. Overall, spraying provides only short term results. 
The long term result is to thin the forest. 
 
All the standing dead trees not being removed threaten the valley with the possibility of wildfire. A dry spell 
this summer, a not-so-careful camper, a cigarette butt tossed out of a car window, or a lightening strike is all it 
might take to set things ablaze. Having a defensible space around one’s property will be a key to survival. 
 
Construction is the other epidemic hitting the valley with full force. Both the local ski resorts are booming with 
activity. In fact, the traditional music events held at these locations have been relocated to downtown Winter 
Park. Summer nightly rentals may suffer due to the smaller venues, particularly 
July revenues. August has a new event which keeps us hopeful for a “law of 
averages” for the summer season. 
 
Vacation seekers do seek solace and prefer locations away from construction. 
If there is construction nearby your residence there may be an affect on the 
occupancy for summer.  On the flip side, those properties not experiencing the 
dust, noise and other inconveniences of new builds may fair better. 
 
Have a great summer! 
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Marketing Report 
By Diane Ehlert 
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WPR opens summer season this Saturday 
Courtesy of  Daily Tribune 6/15/2007  

Winter Park Resort has put away its skis and snowboards and is now ready to enjoy the summer. 

The resort is officially opening its summer season this Saturday, June 16 and will remain open through Labor Day on 
Sept. 3. It will be open daily from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Winter Park Resort base activities and attractions include the opening of the Zephyr Lift. Favorite attractions such as the 
Amaze’n Human Maze, Leaps & Bounds Bungee, Rock ‘n’ Roll Gyro, Mountainside Mini Golf, Outdoor Climbing 
Wall are located at the base of Winter Park Resort. 

One of the resort’s main attractions in the summer is its famous Alpine Slide, which is the longest slide in Colorado. 
When sliding, riders climb into sturdy plastic sleds equipped with runners and hand-held brakes before speeding their 
way down 3,030 feet of stomach-in-your-throat dips and swooping turns. The parallel tracks (one for slower riders and 
one for adrenaline junkies) are accessed from the Arrow chairlift at the base of the resort.  (Height restrictions apply). 

Another great feature of summer season at the resort is its 50 miles of chairlift-accessible mountain bike trails. Mountain 
bikers get themselves and their bikes transported up the mountain via the Zephyr Express chairlift. 

Also opening this Saturday for the summer season is the resort’s Plaza Palooza. Enjoy free family entertainment with 
face painters, character artists, balloon art and jugglers from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily at the resort’s main plaza. 

 
WPR wins another award 
Wind-powered lift gets environment award from state 

Winter Park Resort will receive a Bronze Environmental Achievement Award from the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment (CDPHE) for excellence in pollution prevention and commitment to the environment. The resort 
earned the medal for its 2006 Backside Parsenn Peak Project which encompasses the recent installation of the wind-
powered Eagle Wind chairlift and accompanying terrain improvements.  

“Winter Park once again is honored to receive an environmental award from CDPHE,” said Doug Laraby, Winter Park 
Planning Director. “We take our public lands stewardship and environmental responsibilities seriously, and we’re de-
lighted and humbled to be recognized for our efforts.” 

As part of the Winter Park Resort’s Master Development Plan, the Backside Parsenn Peak Project was designed to pre-
serve scenic panoramas and views while minimizing visual impacts through such acts as avoiding any major wetland dis-
turbances, light glading to minimize impacts to lynx habitat, and using a helicopter so to not disturb delicate forest and 
tundra.   

The Bronze tier of the CDPHE’s Environmental Leadership Program (ELP) is the entry-level tier designed to recognize 
businesses, municipalities, and others that have made significant achievements in improving the environment of Colo-
rado. Winter Park Resort is receiving this prestigious award based on the environmental outcome, scope and dedicated 
history of the project.    

The Colorado Environmental Achievement Award is Winter Park Resort’s second environmental award received this 
year. The resort was presented with the 2006 Silver Eagle Award for its commitment to the environment in the category of 
Excellence in Visual Impact at the 2007 National Ski Area Association Annual Meeting in April. 
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